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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. POE of Texas).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 27, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TED POE to

act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day. We pause in
Your presence and ask guidance for the
men and women of the people’s House.

Enable them, O God, to act on what
they believe to be right and true and
just, and to do so in ways that show re-
spect for those with whom they dis-
agree.

May their actions in these coming
days prove to be of heroic importance
and benefit to our Nation and its peo-
ple.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done be for Your great-
er honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.

THOMPSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ALEXANDER), the whole
number of the House is 432.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

OBAMA WAR ON COAL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, while our Nation benefits
from great wealth, often we become
disconnected from just what it takes to
power a great Nation.

Standards of living that many are ac-
customed to in the developed world—
including flipping a switch and having
lights turn on, or with the turn of a
dial having a machine do household
laundry—these things aren’t easily
accessed by most of the planet.

We’ve become accustomed to these
day-to-day activities; but to have
lights and power, America needs both
affordable and reliable electricity. The
fact is, much of this electricity is gen-
erated by coal.

Despite some of the most abundant
domestic energy resources, we are in
denial. Mr. Speaker, we are in denial of
the fact that we must produce energy
to actually consume it. This disconnect
from reality leaves the world’s largest
consumer of energy with no plan to
power the largest economy in the
world.

The EPA’s New Source Performance
Standard for coal-powered plants is a
misguided pursuit that jeopardizes the
economic security of our country. It is
a direct threat to the American con-
sumer, affordable electricity, and the
economic security of Pennsylvanians
and the Nation.

———

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, we
stand here today on the brink of a
threatened shutdown of the Federal
Government—bad enough—and worse,
a refusal to pay the bills of the United
States of America. These are com-
pletely unnecessary, Republican-manu-
factured crises.

HAL ROGERS, the chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee, said:

A government shutdown is a political game
in which everyone loses.

Karl Rove said:

A shutdown now would have much worse
fallout than in 1995. It is an ill-conceived tac-
tic, and Republicans should reject it.

In a moment of clarity, Senator MIKE
LEE, one of the Senators holding up the
bill in the Senate, said:

Shutdowns are bad; shutdowns are not
worth it. This law, ObamaCare, is not worth
causing a shutdown over.

This is former-Senator Judd Gregg:

A default would lead to some level of chaos
in the debt markets, which would lead to a
significant contraction in economic activity,
which would lead to job losses, which would

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H5887



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-26T13:38:21-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




